INTERPRETER

A JOURNAL OF MORMON SCRIPTURE

Volume 10 - 2014 - Pages 257-258

Reading the Scriptures
Geographically:
Some Tools and Insights

Taylor Halverson

Offprint Series



© 2014 The Interpreter Foundation. A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
[®) sv-nc-np |

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecom-
mons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, 444 Castro
Street, Suite 900, Mountain View, California, 94041, USA.

ISSN 2372-1227 (print)
ISSN 2372-126X (online)

The goal of The Interpreter Foundation is to increase understanding of scripture
through careful scholarly investigation and analysis of the insights provided by a wide
range of ancillary disciplines, including language, history, archaeology, literature,
culture, ethnohistory, art, geography, law, politics, philosophy, etc. Interpreter will also
publish articles advocating the authenticity and historicity of LDS scripture and the
Restoration, along with scholarly responses to critics of the LDS faith. We hope to il-
luminate, by study and faith, the eternal spiritual message of the scriptures—that Jesus
is the Christ.

Although the Board fully supports the goals and teachings of the Church, Interpreter
Foundation is an independent entity and is neither owned, controlled by nor affiliated
with The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, or with Brigham Young Univer-
sity. All research and opinions provided are the sole responsibility of their respective
authors, and should not be interpreted as the opinions of the Board, nor as official
statements of LDS doctrine, belief or practice.

This journal is a weekly publication. Visit us at MormonInterpreter.com



READING THE SCRIPTURES
GEOGRAPHICALLY:

SoME TooLSs AND INSIGHTS

Taylor Halverson

Editor’s Note: Because the black and white hardcopy version of
the journal cannot do justice to the numerous color figures in the
article, only the abstract is reproduced here. For the full article,
see the Interpreter website.

Abstract: The purpose of this article is to provide several examples
of how meaning, understanding, and interpretation of scriptures
may be enhanced when scriptures are read in their geographical
context. Many scholarly articles seek exclusively to break new
ground in meaning and meaning-making, to essentially produce
new knowledge. This article hopes to break new ground both in
terms of new knowledge (insights) as well as in the pragmatics of
giving readers additional tools and opportunities for exploring
the scriptures in fresh ways. In particular, this article will also
highlight several free geographical tools that can improve one’s
learning with the scriptures, with particular focus on Google
Earth and the BYU scriptures.byu.edu/mapscrip tool (hereafter
referred to as Google Earth Bible or GEB). The hope is that this
article will, through the tools discussed, create opportunities for
others to create new knowledge for themselves through scripture
study.
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